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I.  PROCEDURES:  

 A. Call to Order Mayor Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 B. Pledge and 
Invocation 

Police Chief Herman Nixon led the pledge of allegiance, and Ruth 
Sanzari offered the invocation. 

 C. Roll Call Mayor John Moore, Vice Mayor Don Dent,  and Councilmen Craig 
Fritsinger, Bernie Hiemenz, Frank McNelly, Lee Payne, and James 
Wurgler were present and constituted a quorum.   

Present from City Staff were Brandon Buchanan, City Manager, 
Police Chief Herman Nixon, Finance Director Keith Buonocore, and 
City Clerk/HR Director Susan Kerley. 

Attorney Kellie Peterson was present. 

 D. Approval of Minutes  
April 11, 2013 

Councilman Fritsinger made a motion to approve the minutes as 
presented.  Councilman Payne seconded the motion, and it carried 6-
0. 

 E. Adoption of Agenda Councilman Dent made a motion to adopt the Agenda as presented 
with the removal of Non-Consent Agenda Item C.   Councilman 
Fritsinger seconded the motion, and it carried 6-0. 

II. PRESENTATIONS  

 A.  Mayor Moore recognized and presented a certificate for 30 years of service to 
Horacio (Hoch) Ortiz along with a check for $300.  He commended Hoch for his 
volunteer work in the community, particularly grilling with the American Legion 
members for numerous community events. 

 Mayor Moore introduced and welcomed Keith Buonocore, new Finance Director. 

 Councilman Wurgler presented Mayor Moore with a plaque, awarded by the NACOG 
Economic Development Committee in recognition of his valuable contributions. 

  Overview of on-going historic photo scanning project (Williams Historic Project):  Margaret 
Hangan/Andrea Dunn 

Margaret Hangan, Forest Historic Archeologist, and Andrea Dunn, Librarian, received a 
grant two years ago through the State for this project.  They were spurred on by Patrick 
Whitehurst’s book about Williams.  Their photo project includes Williams and surrounding 
communities, Grand Canyon, Ash Fork, and Seligman.  They are required to post part of 
their project on-line with the Arizona Memory Project.  They are partnering with High 
School teacher, Heather Walker, to get students involved in collecting local data.  A local 
gallery is putting up historic photos, and they are working with shops to display historic 
photos. 

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – Bobby Patricca, 412 N. 6th Street, stated that the parking behind 
his residence is the only parking at his home.  So, he needs a heads-up if the Water Department 
plans for work to be done in the alleyway.  He asked for advance notice of work to be done.  
Brandon Buchanan said that the door-hangar notices are at the printer’s now.  Mr. Patricca asked 
how soon the street striping will be done.  The paint is on order now, Brandon Buchanan reported. 
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IV. CONSENT AGENDA  ITEMS Councilman Fritsinger made a 
motion to approve the Purchase 
Orders as presented.    
Councilman Hiemenz seconded 
the motion, and it carried 6-0. 

 B. Approval of Purchase Orders:  J. Walker 

V.  NON-CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 C. Council may 
approve an 
extension of 
premises permit for 
John Kennelly, 
License #06030035 
for Pancho 
McGillicuddy’s at 
141 W. Railroad 
Avenue:  S. 
Kerley/J. Kennelly 

At the request of Mr. Kennelly, this item was removed from the 
Agenda. 

 D. Council will hear 
brief presentations 
from vendors, 
review RFPs and 
may approve a 
proposal for a zip 
line:  B. Buchanan 

Two vendors, Soaring Eagle and Western Destinations gave 
presentations regarding their proposals for temporary, seasonal zip 
lines. 

Logan Checketts with Soaring Eagle: 

 This would be their first zip line in Arizona. Soaring Eagle 
currently has 22 zip lines in operation, including units at Dole 
Plantation in Hawaii and Bryce Canyon National Park. 

 He believes it will increase traffic here as it is a great family 
attraction. 

 The infrastructure is completely portable and moveable, and 
the blacktop would be patched when the infrastructure is 
removed. 

 They would like to have the zip line in Williams for about six 
months.  There is no minimum age for riders, but they must 
be 42” tall.  The carts are rated @ 500 lbs.  The cost would be 
around $12/ride. 

 They plan to use theming, like a ’57 Chevy or a ’66 Vette, 
that will be appropriate for Route 66 or a railroad theme. 

 They would employ local people that are qualified as 
operators and cashiers. 

 They believe the City parking lots on Grand Canyon Blvd. at 
Railroad Avenue to be the best location.  If they had to locate 
away from the City Center, they would have to reconsider 
locating in Williams. 

 They would like the sound effects to be loud enough for the 
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riders to hear but not blasting into town. 

 When asked if he foresees traffic troubles, Police Chief 
Herman Nixon said they’re going to happen, but they should 
be manageable. 

Mike Brown of Western Destinations: 

 Their zip line would be 600’ long with zero impact.  Their 
proposed location is the median that divides Route 66 from 
Railroad Avenue on the east end of the business district.  The 
cost would be around $35/ride. 

 They are located out of Phoenix and would use their location 
at the corner of 4th Street and Route 66 as a sales center. 

 They would lease a zip line unit, provide a massive jukebox, 
dress their staff members in 1950’s and 60’s costumes, and 
use a slogan such as, “Get Your Zip on Route 66”. 

 Their goal would be to set up quickly and be in Williams 
through the end of September.  This location would be linked 
to their Western Destinations website.  

 To slow down vehicles coming into town, they would like to 
start signage at the east end of the triangle (median).  Chief 
Nixon commented that there’s not a lot of parking here, and 
there would have to be some signage to slow down traffic. 

A public participant, Rich Millard, address unknown, stated that he 
was in complete opposition to Mike Brown’s plan.  He had no 
opinion about the zip line. The business practices of Brown is his 
concern.  In choosing one of these groups, an extreme amount of due 
diligence should be done to make sure that any agreements are 
completely bulletproof. 

Mike Brown invited everyone to come to their locations or to call 
him with any questions. 

Councilman Wurgler  made a motion to accept the zip line proposal 
from Soaring Eagle, and Councilman Fritsinger seconded the motion. 

Councilman Dent said he didn’t know that one proposal was better 
than another.  For what we’ve spent for available parking, this will 
take up most of the east end of the east parking lot.  Because of the 
turnaround, the east end of the parking lot would be gone.  Parking is 
critical to downtown.  The historic look is huge to those entering 
from the north.  This will give us a carnival look for the whole time 
the ride is up.  He doesn’t think we’re for sale for $271,000.   

A roll call vote was taken: 

 

Mayor Moore               Yes     Councilman Fritsinger     Yes 

Vice Mayor Dent          No      Councilman McNelly      No 
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Councilman Hiemenz   Yes     Councilman Wurgler       Yes 

Councilman Payne        No 

The motion carried 4-3. 

 E. Council will review 
and may approve 
APS voltage 
conversion project: 
B. Buchanan 

Joe Carter of APS explained that they are ready to start Phase III of 
this project.  They will be changing out 10 transformers and installing 
dual voltage transformers.  They will sound check the poles and will 
only replace what is substandard as each new pole costs $5,000. 

Councilman McNelly made a motion authorizing APS to proceed 
with the voltage conversion project.  Councilman Fritsinger seconded 
the motion, and it carried 6-0. 

 F. Council will 
discuss and 
determine action to 
be taken regarding 
an ADOT loan for 
the construction of 
hangars at the 
airport: B. 
Buchanan 

Activity at the Airport has been encouraged for many years.  Before 
going through the loan process, there is a need to gauge interest, 
complete a loan application and then bring it back to Council for 
approval.  It would be feasible to start with some hangars and add 
more if there is additional demand.  We will be demolishing one old 
hangar which leaves one hangar with three spots.  The question for 
Council is whether there is interest in pursuing a loan to erect 
hangars, either six or ten. 

Brad Olson, newly appointed member of the Airport Advisory 
Committee,  added, that to get anything going, hangars are needed.  
The Airport is currently underutilized.  In Flagstaff 44’ hangars go 
for $350/month with a waiting list of six people.  There is also a 
waiting list for box hangars at $1,500/month.  There is already a 
paved taxiway on either side of the proposed location for six to ten t-
hangars.  The suggestion was made to construct 10 hangars, lease 
those, then do another ten to mitigate risk to the City. 

Councilman McNelly said that if someone rents hangar, they will 
have expectations of snowplowing.  Brad Olson said that DOT 
requirements regarding snow clearing already exist.  Councilman 
Fritsinger suggested getting letters of intent.  

Councilman Wurgler made a motion to proceed with determining 
interest in hangar rental and then proceeding with the loan process, if 
appropriate, for the construction of ten hangars.    Councilman 
Fritsinger seconded the motion, and it carried 6-0. 

 G. Council will 
discuss and 
determine action to 
be taken regarding 
Impact Fees (tabled 
from 3/14/13 
meeting):  B. 
Buchanan 

Pat Walker of Pat Walker Consulting gave a presentation on Impact 
Fees, including points to consider as the City determines whether or 
not to move forward with new impact fees.  Following her Power 
Point presentation, she answered questions: 

 There is a 75-day period between adoption of Impact Fees and 
charging these fees. 

 The cost of an Impact Fee Study ranges from $50,000 to 
$200,000. 
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 Impact Fees are calculated based on equivalent units, not on 
square footage. 

 If the City chooses to “bail out” of Impact Fees, it needs to 
pass an ordinance to that effect or simply wait until August 
14, 2014, when Fees will go away automatically if no study is 
done.   

 A half-day workshop is recommended to determine whether 
or not to proceed with an Impact Fee Study.  A Study can be 
done at any time.  

Councilman Dent made a motion to start with a half-day workshop.  
Councilman McNelly seconded the motion, and it carried 6-0. 

VI.  REPORTS AND INFORMATION ITEMS: 

 H. Mayor and Council Councilman Dent noted that the new park (Cataract Lake County 
Park) has been open for two weeks, and he thanked Chief Nixon for 
parking the police car at the entry gate. 

   I. Staff Reports No oral reports.  

VII.  ADJOURN: Councilman Payne made a motion to adjourn, and it was seconded by 
Councilman Wurgler.  The meeting adjourned at 9:29 p.m. 

______________________________________ 
  Mayor John Moore 
 

ATTEST: 

 _______________________________________ 

  City Clerk 


