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I.  PROCEDURES:  

 A. Call to Order Mayor Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 B. Pledge and 
Invocation 

The group recited the pledge of allegiance. 

 C. Roll Call Mayor John Moore, Vice Mayor Don Dent,  and Councilmen Craig 
Fritsinger, Bernie Hiemenz, Frank McNelly, Lee Payne, and James 
Wurgler were present and constituted a quorum.   

Present from City Staff were Brandon Buchanan, City Manager, 
Police Chief Herman Nixon, Interim Finance Director Julie Walker, 
Interim Water Superintendent Bill Pruett, and City Clerk/HR Director 
Susan Kerley. 

Attorney Kellie Peterson, Judge Rob Krombeen and Chamber of 
Commerce President/CEO Gioia Goodrum were present. 

 D. Approval of Minutes  
March 14, 2013 

Councilman Fritsinger made a motion to approve the minutes as 
presented.  Councilman McNelly seconded the motion, and it carried 
6-0. 

 E. Adoption of Agenda Councilman Dent made a motion to adopt the Agenda as presented.  
Councilman Hiemenz seconded the motion, and it carried 6-0. 

II. PRESENTATIONS  

 A. Williams-Grand Canyon Chamber of Commerce Presentation 

Gioia Goodrum introduced Heather Hermen from Front Burner Media who gave a 
PowerPoint presentation on the marketing that firm is doing to promote Williams as a 
destination. 

 “An extraordinary way to enjoy the Grand Canyon” is being used to describe 
Williams. 

 Tom Johnson, a well-known photographer, took photographs of all four seasons in 
Williams for use in promotions. 

 Arizona spends around $37.6 million to attract domestic and international tourists. 

 $18.3 billion is spent by overnight travelers in AZ annually. 

 We co-op with the Arizona Office of Tourism (AOT) in their dollar-matching 
program.  We spend $24,733 and the AOT match is $24,733. This allows for nearly 
$100,000 worth of advertising to be purchased for about $49,500.   

 Their marketing has a nationwide reach, but the focus is on Arizona. 

Ms. Hermen then showed a recently-released promotional video, featuring Tom Johnson’s 
photography and original music.  She said the video will be available for businesses to use.  
Gioia Goodrum said the video will be launched at the Chamber’s Membership Meeting on 
April 17th.   

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

Mike Brown from Western Destinations proposed the idea of having a Zero Impact Portable Zip 
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Line in Williams.   

 It would take four days to set it up or take down.  

 It would be 500’ to 900’ long, 40’-65’ high at the main tower, and 10’-20’ high at the 
landing tower.  

 It could handle up to 150 people per hour.  

 The company would offer discounted re-rides and local discounts.  The initial ride would 
be $39, re-rides 50% of that, and locals would receive 25% off.   

 The Zip Line could employ 40 or 50 locals for the season.  

 They carry a $5 million insurance policy that includes additionally insured. 

 “Zero Impact” means when it is erected, the tower goes in flush with the ground except for 
some guy wires.  When it is removed, you cannot tell it was ever there. 

Mayor Moore asked the City Manager if this were something that would take Council action.  
Brandon Buchanan said that, while it would not require anything from Council, he would consult 
with Council before approving a Special Use Permit for this project. 

Councilman Dent expressed his concern about whether or not this would be something that would 
fit the image of a historic downtown on Route 66.  Mike Brown assured everyone that if the Zip 
Line didn’t work out, it could be taken down quickly. 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA  ITEMS Councilman Fritsinger made a 
motion to approve the Consent 
Agenda Items as presented.    
Councilman McNelly seconded 
the motion, and it carried 6-0. 

 B. Approval of Purchase Orders:  J. Walker 

V.  NON-CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

  C. Council may appoint 
Brad Olson, Walter 
R. Whiteman, and/or 
Frank Drake to the 
Airport Advisory 
Committee:  J. 
Moore 

Councilman McNelly made a motion to appoint all three applicants, 
Brad Olson, Walter R. Whiteman and Frank Drake to the Airport 
Advisory Committee.  Councilman Wurgler seconded the motion, 
and it carried 6-0. 

 D. Council will review 
the issue of 
reimbursement of 
expenses when City 
turns water service 
off (Kevin Young 
incident) and may 
determine a 
reimbursement 
policy:  B. Buchanan 

Mayor Moore said that Mr. Young met with us last Council meeting 
to explain his situation.  Our policy says we do not reimburse 
customers.  Councilman McNelly pointed out that when one takes out 
a meter with the City for water, there is no guarantee of service.  In 
this case, the customer was notified that there would be a service 
outage, but the repairs took longer than anticipated. 

Kevin Young argued that the Water Department knew about the 
needed repair beforehand and did not notify water customers far 
enough in advance.  There were issues with the age of the line – it 
kept breaking. 

Councilman Wurgler asked Mr. Young the amount of the 
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reimbursement he was seeking.  Mr. Young said $169.48 would just 
cover the refund he gave his customer.  Then Councilman Wurgler 
asked City Attorney Kellie Peterson what future liability the City 
would have if Council voted to reimburse Mr. Young.  Ms. Peterson 
replied that the City would be setting a precedent for reimbursements.  
Councilman Wurgler offered to write a personal check to Mr. Young 
for his reimbursement.  Mr. Young said that the purpose is to get 
door hangers out in advance of future service outages.  Councilman 
Wurgler said that the point was well taken.  He made a commitment 
for the City to do its best to provide notification.  

Mayor Moore noted that the policy is in place that, if the water will 
be shut off, customers will be notified.  Bill Pruett, Interim Water 
Superintendent, said that the initial leak was fixed within the 
estimated time frame, but more secondary leaks occurred.    Then 
some lead joints blew out.  If these were not fixed, they would have 
become hazards. 

Councilman Wurgler said this situation arose because of unforeseen 
circumstances, and he apologized for the difficulty Mr. Young 
encountered. 

Kevin Young asked that the Water Department look at installing a 
valve on the east side of his property.  Because of the age of the line, 
the turning off of the line and turning it back on flushes some of the 
build up into his sink aerators, toilets, etc.  The labor to clean these is 
costly.  Bill Pruett said that hydrants will be flushed in April and 
October and that may help some of the build up in the lines. 

Mayor and Council instructed Staff to work with Mr. Young to 
resolve the installation of an additional valve. 

 E. Council will review 
and may approve 
property and liability 
insurance coverage 
renewal proposal 
from Travelers:  S. 
Kerley 

Susan Kerley explained that Travelers has offered the City coverage 
at a 6.5% increase ($269,563) over last year’s premium ($253,142).  
Part of this increase is due to the City’s loss ratio of more than 200%,  
and some is due to the overall insurance marketplace which is 
showing premium increases in almost all product lines.  Our 
insurance agent, Rick Stephens, has recommended that we accept this 
proposal. 

Councilman Dent explained that a 200% loss ratio means that for 
every $1.00 we’ve paid Travelers, they’ve paid out $2.00.   He made 
a motion to renew with Travelers at the annual rate of $269,563.  
Councilman Fritsinger seconded the motion, and it carried 6-0. 

 F. Council will discuss 
and may determine 
the employment 
status of the 
Magistrate and 

Vice Mayor Dent and Councilman McNelly recused themselves 
because of potential conflicts of interest. 

Mayor Moore reviewed the three areas this Agenda item might 
involve: 



CITY OF WILLIAMS CITY COUNCIL 

ANNOTATED MINUTES PAGE 4      MARCH 28, 2013 
AGENDA ITEM  COUNCIL ACTION 

 

Judge(s) Pro-Tem 
(tabled from 3/14/13 
meeting):  J. Moore 

 Determine employment status 

 Determine pay increase, if any 

 Determine Judges pro-tem employment status 

The issue that must be decided tonight is the employment status of 
the position of Magistrate –part-time City employee or independent 
contractor.  This issue has to be determined before the other two 
issues can be decided. 

Councilman Fritsinger made a motion that the position of Magistrate 
be an independent contractor position and that the contract run 
concurrently with the elected term of the Justice of the Peace.  
Councilman Wurgler seconded the motion, and it carried 4-0. 

Kellie Peterson reminded Council that a newly drafted contract will 
still have to be brought before Council for approval. 

VI.  REPORTS AND INFORMATION ITEMS: 

 A. Mayor and Council  Mayor Moore said that the City has lost one of its friends:  
John Cadzow volunteered his time as auctioneer for City 
auctions.   

 The Mayor is seeing street repairs going on. 

 Councilman Hiemenz asked Bill Pruett how much snow is left 
to run into Dogtown Lake, and Bill said there is not much left. 

 Councilman Wurgler announced that local Eric Hadder is in 
the current issue of Trains magazine.  He wrote the feature 
article on how steam survives, and appearing on the cover of 
the magazine is Steam Engine #4960. 

 Larry Pittenger announced that the Baptist Church closed on 
the Wells property today.  They will have a ball field and a 
soccer field. 

 B. Staff Reports None  

VII.  ADJOURN: The meeting adjourned at 7:59 p.m. 

______________________________________ 
  Mayor John Moore 
 

ATTEST: 

 _______________________________________ 

  City Clerk 


