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I.  PROCEDURES:  

 A. Call to Order Mayor Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 B. Pledge and 
Invocation 

Buck Williams led the pledge of allegiance, and Ruth Sanzari offered 
the invocation. 

 C. Roll Call Mayor John Moore and Councilmen Craig Fritsinger, Bernie 
Hiemenz, Frank McNelly, and Lee Payne were present and 
constituted a quorum.  Absent were Vice-Mayor Don Dent and 
Councilman Jim Wurgler. 

Present from City Staff were Brandon Buchanan, City Manager, 
Herman Nixon, Police Chief, Tim Pettit, Building Inspector, Julie 
Walker, Interim Finance Director and City Clerk/HR Director Susan 
Kerley. 

City Attorney Kellie Peterson was present. 

 D. Approval of Minute: 
September 13, 2012 

Councilman Fritsinger made a motion to approve the minutes as 
presented.  Councilman Hiemenz seconded the motion, and it carried 
4-0. 

 E. Adoption of Agenda Councilman McNelly made a motion to adopt the Agenda as 
presented.  Councilman Fritsinger seconded the motion, and it 
carried 4-0. 

II. PRESENTATIONS  

 A. Jason Engelke will offer a presentation on his desired use of H. A. Clark Memorial Field. 

Mr. Engelke was unavailable so no presentation was given. 

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - None 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA  ITEMS Councilman Fritsinger made a 
motion to approve the purchase 
orders as presented.  Councilman 
Hiemenz seconded the motion, 
and it carried 4-0. 

 B. Approval of Purchase Orders 

V.  PUBLIC HEARING 

CONVENE TO PUBLIC HEARING 

The public will be heard on its comments regarding the application for a Conditional Use 
Permit by Cannabis Research Group/Tim Moore for 341 E. Route 66 

Mayor Moore introduced this item by saying that Council members find themselves in a 
tough spot.  They must make a decision based on the laws presented by the State.  The State 
gave guidelines, and the City made them tougher.  The decision must be made based on the 
law, not what we feel about it.  We must think of this as a legal issue not a moral issue. 

 Ruth Sanzari:  She asked if the City can collect sales tax from a dispensary.  Kellie 
Peterson replied, “no,” because it is a non-profit.  She then stated that it seemed like 
P & Z put the cart before the horse by including Route 66 before a Public Hearing. 

Mayor Moore said that we have to treat the dispensary like any other business, and 
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we cannot pick and choose where we want them.  

 Ryan Schmitz:  He understands we are addressing a zoning issue.  He claimed that 
the majority of citizens are against this and resent the State mandating the presence 
of a facility in Williams.  His biggest concern is communication of the facility as 
publicly acceptable.  He believes the City Council is the gatekeeper for the 
community like he is for his family.  He sees this as an ideological Trojan horse:  the 
more exposure it gets, the more acceptable it is. 

 Bill Sutton:  He has been a judge here for 20 years, and he sent a letter to Council.  If 
the whole situation is that it is a legal issue and a legal issue only, he will look around 
the State to see what other communities are doing.  If they’re responding differently, 
then there will be a lot of resentment from citizens.  He understands how some 
people can be helped with marijuana, but thinks they can also go to Flagstaff. 

(A petition from Mr. Schmitz was passed to Council and then to City Clerk.) 

 Chief Nixon: The problem without having a dispensary is that the law says that if you 
are a marijuana cardholder without a dispensary within 25 miles you can grow a 
specified number of plants.  (There are 59 cardholders in this area.)  Caregivers can 
grow plants for several people.  The Police Department and the law enforcement 
point of view is that this location is an easy one to patrol and watch. 

 Bill Miller:  He was on City Council when Ordinance No. 916 was adopted.  City 
Council did the best job it could.  Looking at this from a cultural point of view, the 
location on Route 66 sort of carries on the historic tradition of opium dens, brothels, 
and now marijuana on Route 66.  The applicant does not live here and doesn’t know 
the culture.  He would encourage the applicant to look for a different location. 

 Laura Duncan:  As a landlord, she is getting calls asking if plants can be grown on 
her rental properties by tenants.  Her legal question was whether or not it is a Federal 
crime if she, as the property owner, allows cultivation or if she may risk the potential 
of having her property seized.  Attorney Kellie Peterson said that she can’t act as a 
personal attorney. 

 Judy Givens:  She asked Council what can be done to get communications to citizens 
to keep this from happening again.  Mayor Moore said that the local newspaper may 
need to do more.  Also, he wishes the community would get more involved. 

 Patty Williams:  It is up to us as citizens.  This issue was published in the paper and 
had coverage on the Internet.  It is up to citizens to find out what’s going on in the 
community. 

 Bobby Patricca had questions for the business owners.  What made you choose 
Williams?  Tim Moore said that numerous applications were put in and some were 
included in the lottery.  Only one was chosen for this area.  He’s worked around 
Williams and Ash Fork for three years so he is familiar with the area. The next 
question was:  While you may have fulfilled legal obligations, are you concerned 
about the animosity from locals?  Tim Moore said he hadn’t honestly expected a 
negative reaction.  He had expected more open-mindedness. 

 Barbara Brutvan:  She comes to meetings because she wants to know what’s going 
on , and she learns a lot of history.  She liked the way the P & Z meeting was run.  
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She supports the Conditional Use Permit because the applicants answered every 
question.  She believes they are coming to Williams in a good way and in a good 
location.  She believes this is a good idea. 

 David Mechtly:  He asked if the application fee was $5,000 with $150,000 in reserve.  
Tim Moore replied affirmatively and added that it is a not-for-profit business.  David 
Mechtly said he believes this business will be using Williams as a front to get 
marijuana to Scottsdale and asked why we can’t say no.  Mayor Moore reiterated that 
State law does pertain to Williams. 

 Joyce Mechtly:  She has heard the rumor that there will be a dispensary in Ash Fork, 
too, even though she thought they were supposed to be 25 miles apart.  Attorney 
Kellie Peterson said the locations are defined by service areas that are based on 
population and distance.  They tried to locate them in the state so none would be 
farther than 25 miles from another.  This service area goes from the other side of Ash 
Fork to just west of Flagstaff. 

 Tim Moore spoke to Council regarding his application for a Conditional Use Permit, 
stating that he would keep to the facts before City Council.  Medical marijuana is not 
going away.  17 states have passed laws allowing it with 7 others having pending 
legislation.  The goal is to regulate marijuana, to make communities safe, and to keep 
it away from young people.  Arizona has the most highly-regulated and thought-out 
policies.  Without dispensaries, there is potential for diversion from those growing 
plants.   On November 2, 2010, Proposition 203 passed in Arizona.  On April 17, 
2012, Arizona announced revised rules and had hearings on locations, etc.  Williams’ 
City Council passed Ordinance 916 on April 28, 2012.  Cannabis Research Group 
won by lottery from the Department of Health Services the location in Williams.  
They have worked hard to comply with all the State’s rules and regulations.  
Planning and Zoning agreed that they are complying with the local zoning rules and 
regulations.  They plan to have little signage that will be low key.  Their location is a 
secure one in a stand-alone building.   Their work, primarily, will be with their 
cancer patients in Scottsdale. 

 Councilman McNelly asked if cultivation is contemplated.  Tim Moore said they do 
plan to cultivate, but not in Williams because there is no industrial property here.  
Councilman McNelly asked if they plan to do infusion.  Tim Moore replied that they 
do not.  Councilman Fritsinger asked if CRG had looked at other locations.  Tim 
Moore said that there are not many available in town.  The only other potential 
location was a gas station that was in such a state of disrepair that they could not 
consider it. 

 

 

 

 

RECONVENE TO REGULAR SESSION 

Councilman Hiemenz made a motion to reconvene to regular session, and it was seconded 
by Councilman Fritsinger.  It carried 4-0. 
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V.  NON-CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 C. Council may 
approve the issuance 
of a Conditional Use 
Permit to Cannabis 
Research Group/Tim 
Moore for the 
building located at 
341 E. Route 66:  
Mayor Moore 

Councilman Payne said that he has lost sleep.  He has lived here 38 
years and finds this to be a moral shock.  He wanted to make sure 
people understand that voters voted in Arizona, allowing the State to 
mandate that Williams will have one of these.  It is not a moral issue.  
It is a tough decision, but that is why they (Council members) were 
voted into these seats. 

Councilman McNelly thanked P & Z for battling through this – a lot 
of good things came from that hearing.  John Holst has a business 
next to the Canyon Club.  A marijuana dispensary is nothing by 
comparison.  It’s not an easy thing – he doesn’t want children to 
think it’s o.k.  It means that if you are sick and need help, you can get 
it.  Citizens of our State believed those with 13 ailments other than 
cancer needed help.   

Mayor Moore mentioned that, if for some reason, State law is 
overturned, or if the owner doesn’t follow guidelines, the Conditional 
Use Permit can be revoked.  Buck Williams said a Conditional Use 
Permit can be reviewed annually or at any time circumstances 
dictate.   

Councilman McNelly made a motion to approve a Conditional Use 
Permit for Cannabis Research Group at 341 E. Route 66.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Hiemenz, and a roll call vote 
was taken: 

 

Councilman Fritsinger     Yes 

Councilman Hiemenz       Yes 

Councilman McNelly       Yes 

Councilman Payne            Yes 

Mayor Moore                    Yes        

 

The motion carried 5-0. 

 D. Council may award a 
bid(s) for narrow-
band radios and 
system equipment:  
B. Buchanan 

This change by the FCC affects all radios – Fire Department, Police 
Department and the Public Works Department.  According to the 
Federal guidelines, the radios must be narrow-banded after January 
1, 2013.  The FCC controls wavelengths.  To make more room, 
channels must be cut in half to make more room on radio waves.  
Some newer radios are reprogrammable, but the older ones must be 
replaced.  The Staff Report shows what’s needed for compliance, and 
bids are available for all three areas.  Brandon Buchanan’s 
recommendation was to accept the bid from Creative 
Communications for both the Public Works and the Police 
Department portions of the project and to accept the bid from Niles 
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Radio for the pager, portables, and professional fees portion of the 
bid. 

Councilman Payne made a motion to accept the bids from Creative 
Communications and Niles Radio as recommended.  Councilman 
Fritsinger seconded the motion, and it carried 4-0. 

 E. Council may 
approve a waiver of 
penalties for 60 days 
from October 1, 
2012, for those 
businesses that do 
not continue to 
collect and remit the 
2% food tax to AZ 
State Department of 
Revenue:  K. 
Peterson 

Councilman McNelly made a motion to approve a waiver of 
penalties, and it was seconded by Councilman Hiemenz.  The motion 
carried 4-0. 

 F. Proclamation of 
Celebration of 100th 
Anniversary of St. 
John’s Episcopal 
Lutheran Church:  
Mayor Moore 

Mayor Moore asked Susan Kerley to read the Proclamation into the 
record.  She read the Proclamation. 

VI.  REPORTS AND INFORMATION ITEMS: 

 G Mayor and Council None 

 H Staff Reports None  

X.  ADJOURN: A motion to adjourn was made by Councilman McNelly and 
seconded by Councilman Payne.  The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

 ______________________________________ 
  Mayor John Moore 
 

ATTEST: 

 _______________________________________ 

  City Clerk 


