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AGENDA ITEM  COUNCIL ACTION 

 

I.  PROCEDURES:  

 A. Call to Order Mayor Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 B. Pledge and 
Invocation 

Bobby Patricca led the pledge of allegiance, and Ruth Sanzari offered 
the invocation. 

 C. Roll Call Mayor John Moore and Councilmen Don Dent, Bernie Hiemenz, 
Frank McNelly, Bill Miller, Lee Payne and James Wurgler were 
present and constituted a quorum.  . 

Present from City Staff were Brandon Buchanan, City Manager, Joe 
Duffy, Finance Director, Lt. Darrell Hixson of the Police 
Department, and City Clerk/HR Director Susan Kerley.   City 
Attorney Kellie Peterson and Gioia Goodrum, President/CEO 
Williams-Grand Canyon Chamber of Commerce, were present. 

 D. Approval of 
Minutes:  March 8, 
2012 

Councilman Miller made a motion to approve the minutes as 
presented.  Councilman Hiemenz seconded the motion, and it carried 
6-0. 

 E. Adoption of Agenda Councilman Wurgler made a motion to adopt the Agenda as 
presented.  Councilman Payne seconded the motion, and it carried 6-
0. 

II. PRESENTATIONS  - NONE 

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - NONE 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  

 A. Approval of Purchase 
Orders:  J. Duffy 

Councilman Dent asked if the City could not accept the bid 
for tires on a fire truck from a local provider.  Joe Duffy 
explained that the local bidder was higher than the accepted 
bid.  Councilman McNelly questioned invoices for waste 
water testing.  Brandon Buchanan explained that they were 
for some quarterly tests that are mandated by the State. 

Councilman McNelly made a motion to approve the 
purchase orders.  Councilman Payne seconded the motion, 
and it carried 6-0. 

V.  NON-CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 B. TIAA-CREF will present a 
proposal to offer in 
conjunction with ASRS  a 
457 (B) Deferred 
Compensation Plan to 
employees.  Council may 
make a decision regarding 
this proposal:  Kurt Ritter, 

Kurt Ritter noted that TIAA-CREF was founded in 1918 with a 
grant from Andrew Carnegie.  Arizona State Retirement 
System (ASRS) selected TIAA-CREF on a statewide basis to 
offer a supplemental savings plan to employees participating in 
ASRS.  Because of their affiliation with ASRS, ASRS provides 
oversight for this program.  The program is for employee 
contributions only – employers do not participate.  It 
encourages supplemental savings for employees. 

Councilman Wurgler offered that he has had involvement with 
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this company through another organization and believes they 
enjoy an unblemished reputation.  Mr. Ritter said the company 
has AAA ratings from three rating agencies.   

Councilman McNelly asked if TIAA-CREF’s program is 
endorsed, would employees still be able to contribute to 
Security Benefit.  The response was affirmative:  Employees 
can continue to make contributions to Security Benefit.  Kurt 
Ritter said they will work with employees to determine if it 
would be beneficial for them to roll over their 457-B accounts 
to TIAA-CREF or to leave them with Security Benefit or other 
companies.  Councilman Payne asked if there are penalties for 
cashing out early.  Mr. Ritter said that there are certain IRS 
guidelines under which employees must meet hardship 
requirements to withdraw funds.  This is a pre-tax savings 
vehicle. 

Councilman Wurgler made a motion to adopt the TIAA-CREF 
SSDP (Supplemental Salary Deferral Plan).  Councilman 
Miller seconded the motion, and it carried 6-0. 

 C. Council may approve 
Resolution 1276, 
authorizing the Williams 
Volunteer Fire Department 
to submit projects to be 
considered for funding of  
reimbursable grants from 
the National Highway 
Traffic Safety 
Administration:  J. Dent 

Jeff Dent, Fire Chief, pointed out that the Fire Department tries 
to get 95% of their extrication equipment with this grant.  They 
want to get new cutters and a new strut system for vehicle 
stabilization.  Also, they would like to send four firefighters to 
extrication training in Prescott Valley. 

Councilman McNelly made a motion to approve Resolution 
No. 1276, and it was seconded by Councilman Hiemenz.  The 
motion carried 6-0. 

 D. Request for  Liquor 
License Extension of 
Premises Permit for 
Arizona HOG Rally June 
7th-11th   by John Peasley 
for Cruiser’s:  B. Buchanan

Councilman McNelly asked Mr. Peasley if he would be hiring 
off-duty police officers for the event  this year.  Mr. Peasley 
replied that they do plan to use the officers.  Lt. Hixson added 
that they had absolutely no problems last year.  Councilman 
Dent said that having their stage facing north worked much 
better to decrease the volume of music in neighborhoods to the 
south of the restaurant. 

Councilman Dent made a motion to approve this request.  
Councilman Payne seconded the motion, and it carried 6-0.  

 E. Council may make a 
decision after discussion 
regarding liability, 
property, and vehicle 
insurance renewals due on 
April 1, 2012:  S. Kerley 

Susan Kerley noted that the City’s insurance broker, Rick 
Stephens, and two of his associates met with Brandon, Joe, and 
her last week to review the proposal for renewal.  She 
explained that the 8.1% increase in premiums is due to a 
general rate increase by Travelers and to the City’s high loss 
ratio over the last seven years. 

Councilman Dent, an insurance agent, said he is surprised that 
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the increase is not higher because for every $1 we’ve paid in 
premiums over the last seven years, Travelers has  paid out 
$2.18 in claims.  He believes they do a good job for the City, 
and he recommended accepting the proposal. 

Councilman Dent made a motion to accept the proposal for 
insurance renewal.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Wurgler, and it passed 6-0. 

 F. Council will review, 
discuss, and may make a 
decision on new terms for 
the renewal of the 
Footeworks lease:  B. 
Buchanan and Kellie 
Peterson 

Attorney Kellie Peterson reported that they looked at the cost 
of running the building and at the market rate rent and benefits 
from Footeworks maintaining the restrooms.  The lowest 
monthly rent they could recommend is $250 without violating 
gift laws.  Brandon Buchanan has had no response from Ken 
Foote.   Attorney Peterson added that it comes down to getting 
the benefit to the public for what you’ve expended.  His is a 
for-profit agency, and the City cannot make the same 
concessions as if it were a non-profit organization. 

Mayor Moore said that, if City Council makes a decision to do 
this, the owner needs to open up the business. 

Councilman Miller suggested going for a one-year’s lease with 
the option to renew it for a second year. 

Councilman McNelly added that he paid attention to Brandon 
Buchanan’s report that mentioned setting a precedent.  He does 
not want to get into that situation. 

Councilman Dent said he agrees with Staff’s report, and he 
believes Staff did its due diligence.  $250 per month seems fair 
to him, and he likes Councilman Miller’s suggestion about the 
one-year’s lease and renewal option.   

Councilman Dent made a motion to follow Staff’s 
recommendation to allow a rent reduction from $500/month to 
$250/month for one year and then negotiate a renewal.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Miller, and it carried 6-0. 

Councilman Dent asked Brandon Buchanan to contact 
legislators concerning the passage of the bill to allow third-
party agencies to issue and renew drivers’ licenses. 

Mayor Moore wanted to go on record to present a letter from 
City Council to the MVD and legislators requesting they take 
action on this matter. 

 G. Council may approve after 
discussion a quotation for 
the concrete portion of the 
Recreation Park to finish 
up that project:  B. 
Buchanan 

Brandon Buchanan said that $35,000 was budgeted for this 
project, but they plan to finish it up for around $20,000. 

Councilman Dent noted that this will help to alleviate Rose’s  

(Rose Newbold, Recreation Director) concerns for safety 
around the playground equipment.  Joe Duffy said that 
Brandon had a great idea – to have the kids place their 
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handprints in the wet concrete. 

Councilman McNelly made a motion to award the finishing of 
the concrete project.  It was seconded by Councilman Wurgler, 
and it carried 6-0. 

 H. Report from Task Force 
and request for direction 
from Council regarding 
downtown parking and 
signage:  B. Buchanan 

Brandon Buchanan reported that the City is trying to appease 
some conflicting groups and to make everyone possible happy.  
Parking that obstructs snow removal and street sweeping was a 
concern.  Snow removal falls under an ordinance, and 
sweeping can skip areas where cars are parked.  The Police 
Department’s goal is to reduce the number of citations because 
of having to pay overtime to officers going to Court to defend 
the citations. The recommendation of the Task Force is to 
reduce the prohibition on overnight parking from every night to 
just Tuesday and Thursday nights.  This will reduce the  
periods for possible violations, the number of citations issued, 
and the amount of time officers spend in Court. 

He said that three signs per block could be used with one at 
each end of the block and one in the middle. 

Mayor Moore added that the key is enforcement. 

Council directed Brandon to work with Kellie Peterson to draft 
an ordinance and to bring it to Council at their next meeting. 

VI.  REPORTS AND INFORMATION ITEMS: 

 I. Mayor and Council Mayor Moore thanked Brandon Buchanan and the Street Department 
for doing a fantastic job of snow removal.  He will be out of town for 
a short trip. 

Councilman Payne said that Johnny Hatcher did come up with sets of 
plans for the sports complex if anyone would like to see them. 

Mayor Moore requested that Mr. Hatcher bring his plans before 
Council as they are developed. 

 J. Staff Reports Gioia Goodrum announced that the Chamber of Commerce now has 
an Events Coordinator, Carollan Zanot. 

Jeff Dent announced that Firefighter Anthony Mendoza will be 
graduating from Firefighter Training I and II. 

 

VII.  ADJOURN: Councilman Wurgler made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and it 
was seconded by Councilman Payne.  The motion carried 6-0.  The 
meeting adjourned at 7:41 p.m. 

                                                                                             ATTEST: 

_____________________________________            __________________________________ 

  Mayor John Moore                                                   City Clerk  


